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In true form

This New Delhi restaurant and nightspot by DCA
Architects is an alluring juxtaposition of concrete space
and contemporary use of wood
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“The owners had an existing space in this build-
ing located in the Green Park area of Mew Delhi.
And they had the name The Backyard in mind, so
that iz where the design concept for this two-level
restaurant graw from = to implement the sense and
ambience of the backyard into a restaurant,” says
principal architect Amit Aurora of DCA Architects.
"Mow what kind of a space is a backyard? To
me it is & very casual place; being in the backyard
Iz like being in your own house, a place where you
can relax and have fun, And | have tried to create a
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similar ambéence in this restaurant,” he explains.
The Backyard, a semi-casual all day dining
restaurant, is spread over two levels and has a total
area of 4000 2q ft and occupies the second and
third flocr of the three-storey building. The design
and the layout of 1he restaurant can be broadly
divided into three main spaces - the restaurant on
the second floor, the stalrcase, which connects and
leads to the third floor that has the terrace of
the building.
While this was an existing structure. there was
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Preceding pages Amit Aurora of
OCA Architects takes the appealing
allure of the backyard as a space and
juxdaposes it with quirky fumiture to
create New Delhi's katest restaurant
and nigh2spol - The Backyard

Facing and right The colour

palette of black anc greys with red
accans elevales the ambience of the
space. Mirrors placed in frames ane
suspandsad from the ceiling giving
the sapce depth and also aflowing
diners a peak at the olher areas in the
space. A repurpogad sewing machine
Is designed as a table, which can ba
adjusted for height according to the
diner’s needs.

no major renovation or re-structuring that we had
o undergo. All we did was open up the walls facing
east on the restaurant floor,” explains Aurora.
Since the restaurant, on the second floor, is an
enclosed space, Aurora Installed large double hori-
zontal large glass windows to bring in natural light

to the area. Planters are placed in the immediate
space-cutside, The green spot here solves multiple
functions, such as providing a verandah-like ambi-
ence, acting as a sound buffer to any noise that
might arise from the roads outside and providing
the diner with a sense of privacy from the outside
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effectively creating a cosy space replicating the
sense of being in one's own backyard.

The spatial layout of this space had o be
designed keeping in mind that the venus would also
act as a musical venue on certain nights, While the
bar was accommodated in one comer of the areg,
the tables were set against the windows giving
each guest a view. The centre part of the space
was left empty to ensure smooth movement for the
guests and alsp double as standing room durng
a musical performance. This ficor with itz teak
wooden flooring plays against the black and grey
colour palette Used. Red accents further highlight
the design and texture and quirky fumiture hare,

Aurora has deliberately chosen furniture and
accessories that are often found in backyards;
dizused sawing machines nave been repurposed
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and used to prop up tables. Lawn chairs have been
repurposed and redesigned while the strategi-
cally, symmetrically placed antique mirrors on the
exposed cailings craft a myriad of reflections creat-
ing & dynamic that adds drama o the interiors.

Access to the terrace restaurant is via the
staircase, which acts as both the connecting and
the transition area. The staircase is fitted with a
pergola covering at the top and suspended green-
ery/foliage to assimilate it into the overall theme of
the terrace restaurant.

The design and layout of the terrace restaurant
revolves around a central pergola structure, which
has layers of fittings in it and innovative lighting
fixtures hanging gently from the pergola. Seating
amangements have been made using recycled
wooden bear crates for table and seating purposes.

Thess pages A pergolz at the end of
the staircase wedcomes dmners to the
terrace restaurant, Gravel floodng,
repurposed fuenibune and & mixed
seating alipnment - boath seaking
amd stand alone tables, The central
saaling anea is made using recyched
beer and whiskey crates, placed
under 1he central pergoda structure,
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The bar here has n placed In one cormer of

this 2000 sgft space z n the periphery of the
surrounding emply spaces, further seating arrange-
ments have been accommodated; group tables and

intermittent bar tables and seats made of

ingtill the theme of the ba
gravel is added on the

“The weather in MNe
parties in pia.reE which are open
there is always a breeze bl
hottest of sumimer nights, this pl
people,” Aurora summari
the space with the cusiome [ |

Location Mew Dkl

Dwners Hungey Belly Foods
Interior degignar Amlt Aurora; D
Metal contractor Amir Alam Meta
Kitchen contractor Rajesh Sach
Tillng Kajaria Eternity

Flumbing Jaguar

Electrical LeGrand

Painis Aszian Fainis

Ceiling Amir Alam Metal Works
Lighting Ankur Lights
Furnilure J.# Arts, Jodhpar, B
HVAG Tashiba

Story by Moshita Prajapati
Photagraphy by Andre Fanthome

central area of the terran
lamg pe ks haghlightl th
during the night







