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New Delhi-based The fagade optimises the
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G O ﬂ-te | | I O rl S I ﬂ groupDCA, presents ingress of natural light.
I 1 a tOp notch brand - French windows and

metal lettering reinforce
the bespoke Town the exclusive Town

Hall restaurant in Hall'experience, whilst
| connecting the indoor
‘ Gurugram. and outdbor spaces.
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ited along Golf Course

Road, in Horizon One

Towers, among Guru-

gram’s  high brand
and premium corporate hubs
— and in the midst of a dis-
cerning residential context
— Town Hall restaurant has
established its own identity
resonating with its old-world
charm.

Starting out in 2015 to
become one of New Delhi’'s
leading restaurants, the same
tenet and ethos have beenrec-
reated in this new NCR prop-
erty. The ambience is deep-
rooted in historicity, making it
a pinnacle of design.

‘The location, around a cen-
tral plaza in the midst of other

F )’ ; _ | restaurants in a contempo-

Town Hall’s location in a ] ! § . : rary glass and granite com-

plaza amidst a contemporary ] 7 : ’ mercial tower, had its own

setting provided the ' multiple challenges. One was
:rzr:l)lr;l::t]:jtz;?sgez:ier:gtsep?ace. - e i to recreate the original Town Cast aluminium columns reminiscent of European
Hall’'s charm and character. aesthetics, underline the colonial visual style.

116 e inside outside january 2019 117 e inside outside january 2019



_— The new Town Hall
LY reinforces the legacy in a

oy new locale, crafting its own
e unique identity, including

an attractive black and
white floor, while carrying
the tradition forward.
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The bar display stands in the centre of the octagonal double-height space and acts as
Town Hall’s focal point.

Small ancillary seating alcoves
emanate from the central octagonal
space and provide a sense of

privacy in a largely public space.
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The bar counter
with its tall
stools, stands
in the middle of
the floor plan, _—
facilitating
informal

conversations. The most daunting part was necting the indoor and out-  crafted as a result still remain symmetry. The wine display  The wine rack

the odd-shaped site, with an door spaces. To retain Town  a part of the main zone. Cast-  unit is integrated with a ladder ~ duplicating
angular entry and multiple Hal's archetypal character  aluminium columns bring in  for the DJ to climb up to play ~ s afeature
oddly placed columns. The and identity, an emblematic,  the European aesthetic and  music, while the bar allows :::I:Ioigsgzt
facade design and glazing large central public space demarcate the voluminous  guests to enjoy a private  conversation
had to be exploited to opti- was created, with smaller  space. At the top, the octa-  moment in a public space. piece.
mise natural light and to create ancillary spaces around it}  gon is tied together with metal Acoustics become crucial ~ Overhead
a small outdoor seating area. says Ar Amit Aurora, Partner,  girders, which break the in such an envionment; a  lamps
Large windows  French windows and cast- groupDCA. height and add a sense of  straw board ceiling primarily ~ Prightenan

L . . ) ) overall darker
look onto the aluminium columns, metal let- The odd shape of the site  intimacy. Plastered columns  designed along the periph-  geating zone.

plaza outside, tering and the clock tower in was countered with an octag-  and pseudo-balconies com-  ery facilitates better sound

‘é":;'l‘i*gi'f‘”i"g the signage, the design of the onal layout, which practically — plete the vintage aesthetic. = management, while enhanc-

penetration planters and the railing con- enables functionality in the  Four, large customised chan-  ing the double height char-
into the tinue to reinforce the Town limited space available. The  deliers made of hand-beaten  acter of the central space.
interiors. Hall experience, whilst con- private nooks and corners  brass augmentthe decorative A formal, black and white
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FACT FILE

Typology: Restaurant
Project: Townhall

Location: Horizon One,
Golf Course Road,
Gurugram

Client: RVN Hospitality
Completion: 2017
Area: 3620 sq ft

Architect: groupDCA,
New Delhi

Team members:
Sandeep Kumar Dang,
Bhavuk Jain

Furniture: DCA Architects
Lighting: Vizion lighting

Electrical: Design Matrix

From left: groupDCA’s Partners Ar. Amit Aurora and Ar. Rahul Bansal.

1 Lectern desk, 2 Entrance, 3 Semi open seating,

4 Indoor seating, 5 Octagonal bar counter, 6 Sushi
counter, 7 Alcove seating, 8 Kitchen, 9 Liquor store,
10 Cashier’s cabin, 11 Washroom block
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terrazzo flooring augments
the spatial layout as it carries
forward the colonial visual.
Varied seating spaces with
the play of antique mirrors in
the background create drama
by providing different per-
spectives from every angle in
the restaurant.

The detailing is focused on
visual and aesthetic appeal,
together with practical solu-
tions. The clock tower, an
integral component of the
archetypal Town Hall identity,
is recreated to carry the leg-
acy forward. The waiter sta-
tions are strategically incor-
porated in the angular walls
to facilitate ease of operations
without hampering circulation.
Rigorous attention is paid to
detailing - cast-iron metal

Two photographs
showcase
the detailing
that marries
functionality with
visual appeal.
Wine glasses hang
on wooden panels
above the waiter
stations.

Varied seating
spaces with
highlighted
backdrops add
character and
create drama to
enhance dining
experiences.
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restaurant

bases are crafted for tables.
Also, to enhance customer
convenience, antique plug
points are placed and hooks
are affixed under tables to
hang bags.

The lighting design focuses
on people, the conversations
and the overall experience.
While day lighting is maxi-
mised through the windows,
allthe tables are well-lit amidst

an overall darker space. Mood
lighting is assisted with an
individual lamp from the side
of every table, while pendant
lights reinforce the antiquated
Town Hall vocabulary.
Bespoke materiality and
design elements include the
cast-in-situ  terrazzo  floor
and the cast-aluminium col-
umns. To retain the antique
aesthetic milieu, walls are

Custom-
designed
installations
- brass stools
and cast iron
jaalis on the
bar - buttress
the larger
theme of
antiquity.

The
washroom
walls, finished
in distressed
plaster and
painted

dark brown,
continue

the antique
appeal.
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finished in distressed plaster
painted in white and brown.
The tables are made from
reclaimed, sandblasted teak
wood, while sofas and chairs
are upholstered in leather.
The customization continues
in cast iron jaalis, metal plant-
ers, brackets, railings and the
pendant lights.

‘The new Town Hall overall
reinforces the legacy of the
brand, crafting its identity
amid experiential antiquity,
while carrying the tradition
forward —and creating its own
niche in Gurugram,” sums up
Ar Rahul Bansal, Partner,

groupDCA. (o)



